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y fifigers on the trigger
|mean paralysis; or alternatively (he
increased danger of diffused respon-
sibility,

Another dilemma now shapes up
as a major one: unless the Unired
States pays the costs, @ Navo nudclear
deterrent in any form is likely to be
very expensive for our European
partners. When all the cost hgures
are in, theyanay decide that the cost

frigans has been

and

ramework of modern
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integration and the possession of a
slightly louder political voice. Bur it
thev do, thev are ven unlikely at
the same time to strengthen theis
conventional forces, which has long
been the U.S. objective.

Perhaps the greatest hope (or the
future lies ingthe development of a
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Settlement

That Settled Nothing

KARNOW

series of ‘national nuclear-deterrent LAS" Jiy 23 the fourteen-nation _ the {former c1a protégé who is usual-
time may blend into {enpva Conference established a1y Libeled “right-wing.”  Bringing

)inll;ltn\ nuclenr de- “truly  geutral” Laos. and _iq f,’-.;_';he_ “ these quarrelsomne elements together

cess is already well - Unitdd $tates and the Soviet Unign,  was in itself a” prodigious exercise

din France and in- Britain. {f “both fankious 10 avoid “the w onig  that involved everything from inter-

:thé Nagsau: Gonference had not oc- swar i the wiong place,” it seemed  national pressuie to sheer -bribery.

o curred, ‘Paris, and - London wight “that b folution of sorts had been  But their association, seemingly a
|- have been onthe way to some kind  found f4r the most contused, exas- sign of progress, has obviously not re-
of technical-strategic rapprochement peratiglproblem east of the Congo.  solved their decper antipathies,,and -

by now..'To:many allies and to the  Now, hihost nine months later, civil  there is no visible likelihood ‘that it
Russians, “the’ specter: of Bonn in war bgtween the Pathet Lao and neu-  will, 'Thiy s & “troika” with built-in
charge of ts own national nuclear  wralistfirdops has broken out again in  weaknesses. One shortcoming is the
learsome. Yer no alli- violat{on| of the military truce, and  personalinv: of  Seuvanna  Phouma

ance hig second-best-allics  the copnfry scems closer to a de facte  himsell. A placid, pipesmoking aris-
or discrim sractices.. A really partitfon| than 0 neutrality. tocrat whose principal passion in life
coordinated “maltinational _Euro- © Comipdsed of leaders from the i bridge, he can’ be disarmingly
pean nuclear deterrent, keyed tothe  countdy'y| thice factions. the Laotian naive and easily swayed. Moreover,
two principles of collective Furopean  goverrlmént i supposed to blend  in un alliance of feudul barons, each
control without an American veto  these for tending forces into a uni-  as strong as the army he controls,
and of minimum decterrence, prob- - fied sthte] The nominal head of this Souvinna Phouma is at a distinet
ably offers the best hope for tomor-  coalitipn] i the prime  minister,  disadvantage. His only internal milj-
row. It is time to recognize that  Princd Sduvanna Phouma, In princi- oy support iv General Kong Lae's
President de Gaulle has a point, 1o ple at]lepst. his fnnction i to har- group of not inore than eight thou-
shift our emphasis to coordination  monisg the competing ambitions of  sand troops, currently under attack
rather than integration, and 1o at-  his rial |deputics, his pro-Commu- by the Parlier Lao on the Plaine des
tempt to influence, vather than o nist hifif-prothar Prince Souplunou  Jartes, a plaeau noth of Vientiane,
control, Eutope’s nuclear fuunre. vong :]1_(1 General Phoumi Nosavan,  With cruel ace uracy, local wits call
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